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Re :Pub l i cHea i t hReEu la t i ono fNu rs i ng lNu rses
Unl-awf  u l  Acts  i  Advanced Regis tered Nurse
Prac t i t i one r

synops i s :  R  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  advanced
reg is te red  nu rse  p rac t i t i one r  (ARNP)  i s  requ i red
be io re  a  p ro fess j .ona l  nu rse  may  e i t he r  p rac t i ce  i n

one  o f  t he  boa rd  des igna ted  spec ia l t - i ' es  o r
rep resen t  h imse l f  o r  he rse l f  as  an  advanced
reg is t " red  nu rse  p rac t i t i one r .  w rong fu l  conduc t  by

a  i eg i s te red  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  who  ho lds  a
ce r t i f i ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  ARNP may  p rov ide

a  bas i s  f o r  d i sc ip l i na ry  ac t i on  aga ins t  t he  nu rse
asa reg i s te redp ro fess iona lnu rse ,dSanadvanced
reg i . s te ied  nu rse  p rac t i one r ,  o r  bo th '  C i ted
he re in :  K . s .A .  os : t t t + ;  65 -1130 ;  K 'A 'R '  60 -11 - -101 '

Dear  Ms .  Jo i rnson:

As  execu l - i ve  d i rec to r  f o r  t he  Kansas  s ta te  boa rd  o f  nu rs i t g ,
you request  our  op in" ion regarr l ing the s tatus of  advanced

reg is te red  nu rse  p rac t i t i one rs  (ARNP) .  I n i t , i a l ] y  you  ask

whe the r  a  ce r t i t i l a te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  ARNP i s  requ i red

be fo re  a  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  may  1awfu l l y  p rac t i ce  o r  o f fe r  t o
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pract ice in  one of  the board designated categor ies of
spec ia l i za t i on .

I n  r e l a t i on  t o  advanced  nu rs i ng  p rac t i ce ,  K .S .A .  65 -L130
au tho r i zes  the  boa rd  to  es tab l i sh  ca tego r ies  o f  nu rs ing
spec ia l t i es ;  de f i ne  these  expanded  ro les  w i th  app rop r ia te
l im i ta t i ons  and  res t r i c t i ons ;  and  es tab l i sh  s tandards  and
requi rements for  educat ion,  t ra i -n ing and other  qual i f icat ions
of  an ARNP. The board has implemented th is  s tatute by
adop t i ng  K .A .R .  60 - l - 1 -101 -  e t  seq .

As  you  po in t  ou t  i n  you r  op in i on  reques t ,  K .  S .A .  65 -111 -4  (b )
p rov ides :

" I t  sha l l  be  un law fu l  f o r  any  pe rson :

(1 )  t o  p rac t i ce  o r  o f f e r  t o  p rac t i ce  as  an
advanced regis tered nurse pract i t ioner  in
t h i s  s t a te ;  o r

(2 )  t o  use  any  t i t l e ,  abb rev ia t i on ,
l e t t e rs ,  f i gu res ,  s ign ,  ca rd  o r  dev i ce  to
ind icate that  any person is  an advanced
reg is te red  nu rse  p rac t i t i one r ,  un less  such
person  has  been  du l y  i ssued  a  ce r t i f i ca te
o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  advanced  reg i s te red
nurse  p rac t i t i one r  under  the  Kansas  nu rse
p rac t i ce  ac t .  "

C lea r l y  pu rsuan t  t o  th i s  s ta tu te  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f
qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  ARNP i s  requ i red  be fo re  a  p ro fess iona l
nurse may e i ther  pract ice in  one of  the board desig inated
spec ia l t i es  o r  rep resen t  h imse l f  o r  he rse l f  as  an  ARNP.
K .S .A .  65 -1130 (a )  r e i t e ra tes  t he  p roh ib i t i on  aga ins t  any
pub l i c  rep resen ta t i on  o f  ARNP s ta tus  absen t  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f
qua l i  f i ca t i on .

In  connec t i on  w i th  you r  f i r s t  ques t i on  you  ask  whe the r
ce r t i f i ca t i on  as  an  ARNP i s  manda to ry  o r  vo lun ta ry .  I n  a
sense  i t  i s  bo th .  Any  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  may  vo lun ta r i l y  seek
to  ob ta in  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  ARNP;  no th ing
requ i res  a  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  to  do  so .  However ,  i n  o rde r  t o
pract ice nurs ing or  o f fer  to  pract ice in  one of  the advanced
spec ia l i t y  ro les  a  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  i s  requ i red  to  ob ta in  a
ce r t i f i ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on .

In  add i t i on  you  ask  whe the r ,  i f  a  reg i s te red  p ro fess iona l
nu rse  (RPN)  a l so  ho lds  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an
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advanced  reg i s te red  nu rse  p rac t i t i one r ,  d i sc ip r i na ry  ac t i on
shourd  be  i n i t i a ted  aga ins t  t he  nu rse  as  a  RpN,  o r  as  an  ARNp,
o r  as  bo th .  we  can  respond  to  th i s  ques t i on  on ry  w i th  genera l
cons ide ra t i ons .  I f  t he  conduc t  wh ich  g i ves  r i se  to
d i sc ip l i na ry  ac t i on  i s  spec i f i c  t o  on l y  t he  ARpN func t i on ,
ac t i on  shou ld  be  i n i t i a ted  aga ins t  t he  nu rse  on l y  i n  he r  ARPN
s ta tus .  I f  t he  conduc t  i s  spec i f i c  t o  t he  RPN func t i on  on l y ,
d i sc ip l i na ry  ac t i on  shou ld  be  i n i t i a ted  aga ins t  t he  nu rse  i n
her  RPN status.  (We note that  subsequent  revocat ion of  a
I j . cense  to  p rac t i ce  p ro fess iona l  nu rs ing  wou ld  d i squa l i f y  a
pe rson  f rom ho ld ing  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an
ARPN.  K .  S .A .  65 -11 -30 )  I f  t he  conduc t  pe r t a i ns  t o  bo th  t he
ARPN and  the  RPN func t i ons ,  d i sc ip l i na ry  ac t i on  shou ld  be
in i t ia ted against  the nurse in  the ARPN status and in  the RPN
s ta tus .

I n  conc lus i on ,  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  advanced
regis tered nurse pract i t ioner  (ARNP) is  requi red before a
p ro fess iona l  nu rse  may  e i t he r  p rac t i ce  i n  one  o f  t he  boa rd
des igna ted  spec ia l t i es  o r  rep resen t  h imse l f  o r  he rse l f  as  an
advanced regis tered nurse pract i t ioner .  Wrongfu l  conduct  by a
reg i s te red  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  who  ho lds  a  ce r t i f i ca te  o f
qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  ARNP may  p rov ide  a  bas i s  f o r  d i sc ip l i na ry
ac t i on  aga ins t  t he  nu rse  as  a  reg i s te red  p ro fess iona l  nu rse ,
as  an  advanced  reg i s te red  nu rse  p rac t i one r ,  o r  bo th .

Very t ru ly yours,

R O B E R T  T .
ATTORNEY
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