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ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINION NO. 95-105

The  Honorab le  Me lv in  J ,  Neu feLd
St ,a te  Represen ta t i ve ,  11s th  D is t r i c t
74OS 15  Road
Inga l l s ,  Kansas  67853

Re : Putr l ic  Heal th- - 'Requlat ion of  Nurs i rg ;  Ac ivanced
Reg is te red  Nuree  P rac t l t i one r ;  Ca tego r les ,
Educa t i on ,  T ra ln ing ,  Qua l i f i ca t l ons  and  Expanded
Ro le ;  Nurse  Anes the t l s t s ;  Requ i remen t  t o  Ob ta in
Ce r t i f i ca te  o f  Qua l i f i ca t i on

Pub l i c  Hea l th - -Regu la t l on  o f  Nurs ing ;  Reg is te red
Nurse Anesthet is ts- -Requi rement  to  Be Author ized

Synops is :  Under  the  reg l s te red  nu rse  anes the t i s t  s ta tu tes ,  t he
advanced regis tered nurse pract i t ioner  s tatutes and
the advanced regls tered nurse pract l t loner
regu la t i ons ,  a  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  who  w ishes  to
p rac t i ce  nu rse  anes thes ia  i s  requ i red  to  be
au tho r i zed  as  a  reg i s te red  nu rse  anes the t l s t  and  to
be cer t l f ied as an advanced regis tered nurse
Prac t i t i one r  i n  t he  nu rse  anes the t i s t  ca tego ry .
C i t ed  he re in :  K .S .A .  55 -1114  t  65 -11 -30 ' .  55 -1158 ;
K .S .A .  1994  Supp .  65 - I L62 ;  K .A .R .  60 -11 -102 ;
60 -11 -106 .

*

Dear  Representa t ive  Neufe ld :

As chai rman of  the jo in t  cornml t , t ,ee on admin is t rat ive ru les and
regulat ions,  you request  our  op in ion concern lng whet ,her  a
Kansas  nu rse  anes the t i s t  l s  requ l red  to  be  au t .ho r i zed  as  a
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reg is tered nurse anesthet is t  and cer t l f ied as an advanced
regis tered nurse pract i t ioner  in  the nurse anesthet l -s t
ca tego ry .

I n  1983  t he  l eg i s l a tu re  enac ted  L .  1983 ,  ch .  206 ,  S  1  t h rough
S  5 ,  now  K .S .A .  65 -1130  t h rough  K .S .A .  55 -1134  and  amendmen ts
theretor  6s a par t  o f  t ,he nurse pract ice act .  These
prov is ions establ ished advanced regis tered nurse pract i t ioner

lnnNe)  as  a  cogn izab le  s ta tus  w i th in  the  p rac t l ce  o f -nu rs ing
io r  w t r i cn  a  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  cou ld  ob ta in  a  ce r t i f l ca te  o f
qua l l f l ca t i on .  Pu rsuan t ,  t o  K .S .A .  65 -1130 (c )  (  1J '  t he  Kansas
Jtate board of  nu is ing was d i rected to  es* 'ab l . ish categor ies of

ARNPS , ' ccns l s ten t  w i th  nu rs ing  p rac t i ce  spec ia l t i es  recogn i - zed
by  the  nu rs ing  p ro fess ion . "  I n  add i t i on  the  boa rd  was
dLrected to  aeelne the expanded nurs lng ro le  of  each category

and establ ish l lmi ta t ions and rest r ic t ions on the expanded

ro les .  K . s .A ,  6 r ' 1130 (c )  ( 3 ) .

The board compl ied wl th  th ts  s t ,a tutory  d i rect lve by
es tab l i sh ing  ?o l r r  ca tego r ies  o f  ARNPs :  (1 )  nYrse  c l i n i c i an  o r

nu rse  p rac t i t i one r ,  ( 2 i  nu rse  an€s the t i s t "  ( 3 )  nu rse -m idw i f e
i "O  (4 j  cL i n l ca l  spe i t i r i s t .  K ,A ,R .  60 -11 -102 .  De f l n l t l on  o f

the ix iandeO ro le ior  nurse anesthet is ts  was accompl ished by

au tho r i z ing  a  nu rse  anes the t i s t  t o  pe r fo rm spec i f i gd
anesihes ia-re la ted procedures lnc lud ing the author l ty  to

" induce and malnt .a tn anesthesla at  the requi red levels  
" 'K .A .R .  60 - r1 -106 .

In order  t .o  prec lude the uge of  the t i t le  "ARNP" by any

p ro fess ionaL  nu rse  who  had  no !  been  qua l l f i ed  by  the  boa rd ,

K .S .A .  65 -1130 (a )  P rov ided :

"No profess lonal  nurse shal l  announee or
reprbsent to the pubTic that such person

is  an advanced regls tered nurse
p rac t i t i one r  un lesg  such  p ro fess iona l
nurse has compl led wl th  requl rements
establ ished ny tne board and holds a va l ld
ce r t l f i ca te  o f  qua l l f i ca t i on  as  an
advanced regis tered nurse pract l t ioner  ln
acco rdance  * i t h  t he  p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s
sec t l on .  "  (EmPhas ls  added .  )

I t  l s  impo r tan t  t o  r ea l i ze  t ha t  K .S .A .  65 -1130 (a )  does  no t '
p roh ib i t  a  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  f rom p rac t i c i ng  i n  any  o f  t he
-expanded.  

nu ls ing ro les as def  ined in  the ARNP regulat ions '

f n i t  p rov i s ion  f re re l y  p roh ib i t s  a  p ro fess iona l  nu rse  who  does
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not  ho ld an ARNP cer t i f icate of  quar l f lcat lon f rom maklng any
publ ic  representat ion that  he or  she ls  an ARNp.
Howeve r ,  i n  1983  t he  l eg i s l a t , u re  a l so  amended  K .  s .A .  65 -L114
to  i nc lude  the  fo l l ow ing :

" (b )  I t  sha l l  be  un law fu l  f o r  any  pe rson :

"(1) To practjee or offer to practjce as
an advanced regls tered nurse pract l t loner
ln  th l s  s ta te  i  o r

"  (  2  )  t , o  use  any  t l t l e ,  abb rev ia t i on ,
Ie t te rs ,  f i gu res ,  s ign ,  ca rd  o r  dev l ce  to
ind icate that ,  any person is  an advanced
regis tered nurse pract i t loner ,  unJess
such person has been duly issued a
eertificat,ion of qtaTification as an
advanced registered nurse practitioner
under t lre Kansas nurse practice aet.r '
(Emphas is  added .  )

K .S .A .  65 -11 .14 (b )  does  p roh ib i t  any  pe rson  no t  ho ld l ng  an  ARNP
cer t l f l ca te  o f  qua l l f t ca t l on  f rom p rac t l c l ng  In  any  o f  t he
expanded nurs ing ro les as def ined ln  the ARNP regulat ions and
also f rom making any publ lc  representat ion t ,hat  he or  she is
an  ARNP.  Conseguen t l y  any  p ro fess lona l  nu rse  who  w lshes  to
lawfu l ly  pract ice in  the expanded ARNP ro le of  nurse
anesthet is t  ls  requi red t ,o  have been "duIy  lssued a
ce r t i f l ca te  o f  qua l i f i ca t i on  as  an  advanced  reg i s te red  nu rse
p rac t i t i one r  under  the  Kansas  nu rse  p rac t i ce  ac t .  "

I n  1986  the  l eg i s la tu re  es tab l l shed  the  ca tego ry  o f
" reg : i s te red  nu rse  anes the t l s t "  (RNA)  by  enac t i ng  t , .  1985 ,  ch .
1 "83 ,  S  l  t h rough  $  13 ,  now  K .S ,A .  65 -1 .151  t h rough  65 -116+  and
amendments thereto,  whlch are aLso found wlLhln the nurse
pract ice act .  The dut les of  a  reg is tered nurse anesthet is t  as
se t  f o r t h  i n  K .S .A .  55 -1158  a re  l den t l ca l  w l t h  t he  f unc t l ons
of  the advanced regis tered nurse pract i t ioner  funct ion ing in
the  expanded  ro le  o f  nu rse  anes the t i s t  as  es tab l i shed  a t  K .A .R
50 -11 -106 .

One  o f  t he  p rovLs lons  w l th in  the  reg l s te red  nu rse  anes the t l s t
s ta tu tes  p roh lb i t s  any  l l censed  p ro fess iona l  o r  p rac t i ca l
nu rse  f rom engag ing  " i n  t he  admin l s t ra t l on  o f  genera l  o r
reg lona l  anes thes ia "  un less  au tho r i zed  by  t he  boa rd .  K .S .A .
1994  Supp .  65 ' t I 62 .  Consequen t l y  any  p ro fess lona l  o r
pract ica l  nurse who wishes to  lawfu l ly  engage in  the
admin i s t , ra t i on  o f  genera l  o r  reg lona l  anes thes ia  1s  requ i red
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to be author ized by the board to pract ice as a registered
nurse  anes the t , i s t .

Thls br lngs us to an af f i rmat lve answer to your quest lon.
Under the RNA statutes, the ARNP statutes and the ARNP
regu la t ions  a  p ro fess iona l  nurse  who w ishes  to  p rac t ice  nurse
anesthesia ls required to be author lzed as a reglstered nurse
anesthet ist  and to be cert l f led as an advanced reglstered
nurse pract i t ioner in the nurse anesthet lst  category.

Very t ru ly yours,

W ? s|,lwq-
CARLA J. STOVALL
Attorney General of Kansas
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